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Color Trains


Materials:





Teks:
Cuisenaire Rods

Activity Sheets

Centimeter Grid Paper

Crayons or Markers

Pencil

Procedure:

(Prior to the activity provide students time to explore the Cuisenaire Rods before beginning the activity. Have students set out the dark green rod. This will represent the whole. Use of the term WHOLE is preferred since one is often confused with the 1 in ½ or ¼.  Find the rod that is ½ of the whole (the light green rod). Explain why this rod is ½ of the whole. Find 1/3 of the whole (the red rod). Explain why the red rod is 1/3 of the whole).

Can you predict what is half of the orange rod?

· Have students locate the brown rod. This will represent the whole.

· Find the rod that is ½ of the whole (the purple rod because two purple rods equal the same length as the brown rod).

· Find the rod that is ¼ of the whole (the red rod because four of the red rods equal the same length as the brown rod).

· Have the students to find the appropriate rod for ¼ and count to 7/4 by lining up seven of the ¼ rods below the original ¼ rod (the red rod).

· Ask students, if the red rod equals ¼ of the brown rod, then what does 2 red rods equal? 3 red rods? 5 red rods?

· After enough time as been allowed for understanding, students can explore and complete the Identify and count With Unit Fractions  activity sheets.


Journal Questions:

1. What discoveries did you make while solving the riddles?

Extensions:

Have students create their own color trains with an answer key. Students can let their classmates solve their color trains.
Objective: 


Students will investigate fraction relationships.


Students will determine fractional parts from the whole.


Students will measure Cuisenaire Rods in units.


Students will use problem solving skills to determine fractional parts.





Discussion or Journal Questions:





Explain why a light green rod represents 1/3 of the blue rod.





How do you know how many pieces make up a whole rod?





Did you discover any patterns? Is so, please explain.





Can a red rod and two light green rods be equivalent parts to a brown rod? 








CONCEPTS:      FRACTIONS  *  MEASUREMENT  *  PATTERNS  *  


                            		PROBLEM SOLVING
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