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Questions Answered on the Video

1.
At what age are special education services available?

2.
 Who can refer a child for assessment?

3.
What agency provides free educational assistance to children ages birth to three years?

4.
What are some reasons for suspecting a child may need special education services?

5.
 What must the parent do before any assessment can take place?

6.
What is an Individual Education Plan (IEP)?

7.
How often is the child's IEP reviewed?

8.
What is the purpose of reviewing the IEP?

9.
What is the cost to the family for special education services?

10.
What are the types disabilities covered under Child Find and served by special education?
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Key Concepts

Early identification of children with disabilities is critical to the child's success in education.  

Child Find is a system which provides educational and related services to children from birth through age twenty-one years who have or are suspected of having a disability.  If anyone suspects that an individual may have a developmental delay or a disability, evaluation and educational support, if warranted, is available.

Special education services are available at no cost to the family for any eligible individual from birth through twenty-one years of age, regardless of the severity of the disability.  Educational programs are individually designed to provide successful experiences and learning opportunities.

The Referral Process

Referral for assessment can be made by the parent, doctor, teacher, family member, or other concerned adult.  Those who spend time with the child will be in the best position to recognize areas of concern.

After the school district is notified of a concern, school personnel will meet with the child's parents or guardians to discuss the assessment process, explain procedural due process rights, obtain permission to assess, and complete necessary paperwork.  The district's assessment team then evaluates the child's performance in a variety of areas. These results are presented to the parents in an Admission, Review, and/or Dismissal (ARD) meeting.

If the ARD committee members conclude that the child qualifies for services, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) is developed and implemented to address the child's identified needs.

The child's IEP is reviewed at least annually to discuss progress, determine if goals and objectives are still appropriate, and determine any changes needed in the program. 
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Characteristics Associated with Various Disabilities

Physical Disabilities

may have uneven, unsteady, or no movement

may be either physically overactive or appear passive or lethargic

may seem clumsier that other children or have difficulty with balance and/or coordination

may appear to have limited strength, vitality, or alertness

may have an obvious physical difference, such as a missing limb or inability to walk

Auditory Impairments (Deaf or "Hard-of -Hearing")

may have inappropriate, little, or no response to voices and other sounds

may have a history of chronic ear infections

may pull at ears

Visual Impairments

may squint eyelids together

may rub eyes often

may be unable to focus or visually follow/track objects

may be unable to recognized objects or people

may be unable to see thing close up and/or far away

may appear to avoid eye contact

Deaf/Blind

may have no speech or response to sound(s) at an age when speech and hearing would normally be expected

may display little or no reaction to visual and/or auditory stimuli

Mental Retardation

does not seem to understand directions or instructions

may not play or relate to others

does not identify common objects by name or use

displays limited independence

depends on others to care for personal and /or social needs

Learning Disabilities

may have difficulty learning concepts

may have difficulty remembering academic tasks

may have specific difficulty in reading, listening and understanding, spelling, and/or mathematical tasks

may have a history of poor or erratic grades

Speech and/or Language Disabilities

may have difficulty pronouncing words

may have difficulty being understood by others

may have limited speaking skills or vocabulary

may have difficulty responding to others or conversing

may not babble, coo, or talk at an appropriate age

Autism

may exhibit repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, such as repeatedly spinning an object that is not normally used for spinning

may not enjoy being touched or cuddled

may be resistant to changes in the environment or daily routines

may display unusual responses or react unexpectedly to what is seen, heard, felt, etc.

Health Impairments

may have learning problems due to health issues

may have had an accident or  injury which has resulted in  loss of previous learning or abilities

may experience limited strength, vitality, or alertness, due to chronic or acute health problems

Traumatic Brain Injuries

has experienced an injury to the head (closed or open) that has resulted in a loss of previous social, educational/academic, physical, or cognitive (thinking skills) learning

Emotional or Behavioral Disabilities

may have difficulty learning which cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory, or health factors

may seem unable to build or maintain appropriate relationships with  others

may seem consistently unhappy or depressed

may behave inappropriately, unpredictable, or have drastic "mood swings"

may have little or no understanding of real dangers

may have a need for constant movement and/or appear extremely lethargic
